listening to his recitation of Tulsi Ramayana, after even-
ing prayers. Seeing his passion for Hindi, Bapu sent him
to do Hindi propaganda in Madras. The first text-book
to be published in connection with the propagation of
Hindi in Madras was written by Satyadevji.
Later, we ashramites had left our rented bungalow in
Kochrab and settled on our own land on the banks of
the river Sabarmati, when Swami Satyadevji, once visited
us there also. He was simply delighted with the work
that Bapu was doing for the freedom of the country.
He was the guest of the Ashram, and we served him
with a will. Special arrangements had to be made about
his food, but it was a pleasure to us to make him com-
fortable.
One day, Satyadevji came to Bapu and said: "I
desire to join your Ashram and live here as an ashramite"
Bapu said: c 'That is excellent! The Ashram is meant
for people like you. But you will have to discard your
sannyasi's ochre robe if you become an ashramite, you
know!"
This was a great shock to Satyadevji. He was deeply
annoyed, but, of course, he could not show his annoy-
ance to Bapu. He contented himself with a mild protest:
4'How can that be? I am a sannyasW Bapu retorted:
"When have I asked you to leave your sannyasa? Try
to understand what I say." And then, very quietly, Bapu
explained: "You see, our countrymen have such a
reverence for the ochre robe that the moment they see
it they start worshipping its wearer and offering him
their whole-hearted service. Now, we should make it a
point not to accept service, but to give it. If you go
clad in the sannyasi's robe, people will never take from
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